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The African Continental Association for Food Protection (ACAFP), an affiliate of
International Association for Food Protection (IAFP), is geared towards advancing
food safety on the African continent. The goal of ACAFP is to connect food safety
professionals, policy makers, food value chain actors and students on the
continent of Africa and around the world. The association represents members
from industry, government, international organizations, research and academia
from several countries in Africa, USA, Canada, Britain and other parts of the world
with keen interest to promote food safety and protect food supplies in Africa.
ACAFP provides a platform for connecting for various categories of stakeholders
such as farmers, researchers, students, food industry practitioners, educators,
government officials, quality control and health professionals involved in food
production, storing, transporting, processing, preparation and regulation as well as
foodborne disease control. ACAFP also provides its members and the general
African population with food safety educational information, career opportunities
and other food safety related resources.

In this context, the ACAFP’s activities align with the sustainable and safe food
production and supply initiatives on the African Continent. Accordingly, the Third
ACAFP Food Safety Conference, held on 25 and 26 November 2025 at Ogere
Resort, Nigeria, convened experts and stakeholders across Africa to advance
dialogue, research exchange, and multi-sector collaboration on food safety. The
two-day event provided a high-level continental platform for:

 Sharing scientific insights on food hazards
 Showcasing innovations for detection, processing, packaging, and monitoring
 Examining policy frameworks and institutional coordination
 Strengthening national and sub-national food control systems
 Addressing infrastructure and capacity gaps
 Highlighting roles of MSMEs and informal value chains

The event attracted over 150–200 participants, including representatives from
academia, government, development organizations, regulatory agencies, private
industry, and research institutions.

Day One opened with a vibrant and energetic atmosphere, setting the tone for
discussions on strengthening food safety systems across the African continent.
Participants explored foundational themes such as governance, system integration,
hazard-control innovations, and strategic partnerships.



The official opening session was moderated by Dr. Mojisola Karigidi and
Olumodupe Banwo, beginning with a welcome from Prof. Joseph Odumeru,
President of the Africa Continental Association for Food Protection (ACAFP). A key
feature was the extensive series of goodwill messages from diverse international
and domestic organizations. The session included goodwill messages from key
Nigerian regulators: the Standard Organisation of Nigeria (SON) and the Federal
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. Remarks on behalf of the International
Association of Food Protection (IAFP) were delivered by Mark Carter. The
ceremony also featured goodwill messages from international bodies like the Food
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). The opening remark and a run through of the
various activities lined up for the three (3) days were highlighted by the Vice Chair
of the conference, Dr. A.O. Abiodun-Solanke.

The day featured a series of expert presentations. Mr. Kambire Sansan delivered
the opening keynote on strengthening food safety systems in Africa, highlighting
FAO’s global priorities for 2022–2031 and emphasizing the need for integrated,
coordinated, and risk-based national food safety systems. He explained that the
FAO/WHO Food Control System Assessment Tool has been fully implemented in
ten African countries and partially in three West African nations, stressing that
government commitment, system mapping, inclusive action planning, and
evidence-based decision-making are critical. He also underscored that food
control must be approached as a holistic system rather than a collection of
isolated regulatory activities.

Dr. Titilayo Falade followed with a presentation on food safety interventions
across Africa, sharing findings from large EU-funded programmes such as
FS4Africa, HD4A, and FCI4Africa. She discussed the importance of multi-level
engagement involving informal and formal sector actors, national policymakers,
and continental bodies. Her presentation highlighted widespread hazards
including high levels of mycotoxins, pesticide residues, acrylamide, heavy metals,
and bacterial contaminants, and she described the emerging potential of black
soldier fly larvae to detoxify contaminated food waste. She emphasized that food
safety is an issue of fairness and justice, particularly within domestic markets
where most African consumers purchase food.

Representing BioEasy of China, Ms. Bonnie Zhu presented on innovations in rapid
testing for food hazards, showcasing the company’s validated test kits for multi-
mycotoxins, pathogenic bacteria, veterinary drug residues, pesticides, and
vitamins. She explained how validation through HPLC-MS/MS ensures analytical
accuracy and noted the company’s growing partnerships across public and private



institutions in Africa. She emphasized the importance of affordable, reliable, and
field-ready diagnostic tools for strengthening national food control systems.

Prof. Patrick Njobeh delivered the second keynote, focusing on the persistent and
widespread problem of mycotoxin contamination, particularly aflatoxins and
ochratoxin A. He highlighted the high cost of testing in many African laboratories
and called for strategic collaborations to support access to analytical services. He
also discussed African-led innovations such as volatile organic compound–based
detection and high-temperature extraction techniques. Prof. Njobeh stressed the
importance of community engagement and continuous public education through
mass media, informal markets, and grassroots platforms to reduce exposure to
mycotoxins.

Finally, Mr. John Atanda presented recent developments in Nigeria’s food safety
governance system, including harmonized food handler guidelines across states,
taxation aimed at reducing the intake of high-sugar foods, and the development of
front-of-pack labelling (FOPL) to promote healthier consumer choices. He
highlighted coordinated policy efforts led by the Federal Ministry of Health &
Social Welfare and emphasized that food safety is a collective responsibility shared
by government, industry, and consumers.

Across these sessions, several key themes emerged: rapid testing tools must be
validated using African food matrices; food safety education should be included in
school curricula; regulatory systems continue to face challenges such as
overlapping mandates, weak coordination, and insufficient enforcement;
laboratory capacity remains limited and testing is expensive; and improved
traceability and consumer protection systems are urgently needed.

Day One concluded with a relaxed poolside cocktail session, providing participants
with an opportunity for deeper connections, informal meet-and-greet interactions,
and strengthened networking across diverse stakeholder groups.



Day Two of the conference continued with high-level expert presentations and
deeper reflections on the technological, institutional, and research innovations
required to strengthen food safety systems across Africa. Prof. Folarin
Oguntoyinbo delivered the first keynote on innovative technologies for enhanced
food safety and trade, emphasizing that food safety is fundamentally a survival
issue rather than just a hygiene matter. He highlighted the transformative role of
digital innovations such as IoT sensors, artificial intelligence, and blockchain in
improving traceability, and noted that advanced processing techniques—including
isochoric freezing, chromatography advancements, and antimicrobial packaging—
are reshaping food safety practices globally. He concluded by advocating a multi-



layered Food Management System that integrates HACCP, traceability, audits, and
continuous compliance monitoring.

Prof. Lateef Sanni followed with a keynote address on food safety, nutrition
security, and African-led innovations. He discussed the broad spectrum of hazards
affecting the continent, including pesticides, mycotoxins, heavy metals, and
antimicrobial residues, and emphasized long-standing gaps in food safety culture.
He presented NSPRI’s extensive technological contributions such as hermetic
storage bags, NSPRI dust for inert dust technology, inert atmosphere storage
systems, parabolic dryers, and improved smoking kilns, stressing the need for
stronger partnerships to scale these cost-effective national innovations.

The plenary session that followed, delivered by Professors Saweda Liverpool-Tasie
and Adewale Obadina alongside Dr. Itohan Abatan, provided research-based
insights into MSME food safety practices. Drawing from tomato and leafy
vegetable value chains, the speakers highlighted significant gaps in hygiene,
sanitation, and waste management, and explained that compliance correlates
closely with gender, age, and leadership roles within enterprises. They also
introduced Codex-aligned hygienic practice guidelines designed to bridge
knowledge and resource gaps among MSMEs.

The final presentation of the day was delivered by Dr. Rose Omari, who shared
findings from a stakeholder mapping study focused on food safety governance.
Her analysis demonstrated that formal sector institutions exert strong influence
over food safety decision-making, while informal actors—who dominate many
African food value chains—continue to operate with limited regulatory support.
She emphasized the need for harmonized interventions, stronger research funding,
and multi-level governance to ensure sustainable improvements.

In addition to the morning keynote and plenary sessions, the afternoon featured
technical sessions on Themes 1 and 2 of the conference, providing more focused
discussions on priority topics and enabling participants to engage in deeper
technical exchanges related to innovation, governance, and system strengthening.

Day Two concluded with several overarching insights, including the need to build
capacity among early-career food safety practitioners, the persistence of
collaboration gaps across ministries, the importance of integrating informal actors
into national food safety systems, and the continued underdevelopment of data
systems and analytics. Funding shortages and sustainability concerns were also
identified as recurring challenges that must be addressed through coordinated
action.



Day Three of the ACAFP Food Safety Conference continued the momentum
built over the previous sessions, beginning with a full slate of technical
presentations under Sub-Themes 3 to 6. The day showcased extensive
scientific contributions from researchers across Africa, offering insights into
food safety systems, nutrition, climate change impacts, consumer behaviour,
economic dimensions, and emerging technological solutions.

The morning commenced with parallel technical sessions, enabling deeper
engagement across multiple specialized tracks. In the Sub-Theme on Food
Safety Systems and Nutrition, presentations explored topics such asthe role of
emerging aquaponics systems in promoting sustainable African value chains;
the intersection of bioeconomy and food security in Nigeria; and the spoilage
potential of extended shelf-life (ESL) milk linked to Bacillus species. These
presentations collectively reinforced the need for integrated approaches to
nutrition, food security, and microbial safety across value chains. Another
session under Sub-Themes Climate Change, Environmental Hazards, and Food
Safety and Gender and Workforce Development addressed and showcased the
use of decentralized solar-powered cold storage systems to enhance seafood
safety in Sagbokoji, emphasizing clean energy solutions and improved handling
practices in remote coastal communities. Following a short health break,
presentations resumed under Sub-Theme 6 on Consumer Education,



Awareness, and Food Safety Culture. Researchers discussed topics ranging
from nixtamalization as a food safety intervention for Africa, Ghana’s
prioritization of aflatoxin policy implementation, and the influence of
consumer education on food safety culture in Ondo City, to the microbiological
safety of traditional fura products in Lagos. At the same time, another set of
papers addressed Economics of Food Safety and consumer-centered
interventions. Presentations examined awareness of postharvest handling of
Provitamin A maize in Nigeria, risk perception of zoonotic tuberculosis among
meat handlers, pesticide-use behaviours in Liberia, antimicrobial resistance
profiles in ready-to-eat foods and fruit juices, and the oil extraction
characteristics of citrus seeds. Collectively, these findings reinforced the
economic, behavioural, and health implications of weak food safety systems
and underscored the importance of tailored interventions for different
population groups.

Beyond these main sessions, the conference also recorded an extensive
catalogue of additional paper presentations, covering wide-ranging topics such
as phytochemical analyses of food products, gender influences on food
security, microbial contamination in indigenous vegetables, rainfall
interactions with food systems, antifungal and antibacterial interventions, soil
bioremediation, food security challenges linked to wildlife protection and
tourism, artificial intelligence in food safety, biodegradable packaging
development, climate resilience, antibiotic resistance in aquaculture and
livestock chains, eco-friendly pest control, and nutritional characterization of
local food products. These diverse contributions illustrated the breadth of food
safety research across the continent and the commitment of scientists to
addressing multi-dimensional challenges.

In the afternoon, technical sessions continued across themes 3 to 6, enabling
more in-depth discussions on consumer education, environmental hazards,
innovative processing, governance, and safety culture. The multi-thematic
engagements allowed participants to identify cross-cutting solutions and gaps
requiring collaborative action.

As the scientific presentations concluded, the conference transitioned into the
ACAFP Business Meeting, where stakeholders reviewed organizational progress
and strategic directions. This session also featured the presentation of cash
prize awards to four outstanding poster presenters including:

 Mineral and Phytochemical Analysis of Cocoa Beverage Fortified with Date
and Ginger. Rowland M.O, Kayode and Stella O. Oladele



 The Nexus of Food Safety, Wildlife Protection and Responsible Tourism by
Idowu-Mogaji, Grace O., Ojo, Samson O., Adeleke, Adeolu M. And Oluga,
Shammah M.

 Food Safety Attributes Associated with Cereals, Legumes, and Condiments
in Urban and Pe-ri Urban Households in Benin, Ghana, and Nigeria.Taiwo
Adesina, Kolawole Banwo, Dieng Ibnou and Titilayo D.O. Falade.

They were selected based on evaluations conducted throughout the
conference. This recognition highlighted ACAFP’s commitment to encouraging
excellence among early-career researchers and strengthening scientific
innovation in food safety across Africa.

The closing ceremony formally brought the three-day conference to an end.
Closing remarks were delivered by representatives of the Local Organizing
Committee, FAO, ACAFP leadership, and government officials. Notably, the
conference officially rounded off with a closing statement by Dr. Ernest Aubee,
representing the ACAFP Board and the Republic of The Gambia, who
commended participants for their dedication and called for sustained
collaboration across countries and institutions.

Following the ceremony, delegates proceeded to lunch after which delegates
departed the venue.

Day Three provided a comprehensive scientific and operational wrap-up to the
conference, reinforcing ACAFP’s central mandate to strengthen food safety
systems in Africa through research, policy dialogue, capacity development, and
multi-stakeholder engagement.



The conference also featured some exhibitors, showcasing technology, research,
and institutional innovations. Exhibitors include

 BioEasy, China - Provider of rapid, validated testing kits for multi-mycotoxins,
bacterial pathogens, veterinary drug residues, pesticides, and vitamins.
Demonstrated affordable field-ready diagnostic innovations validated using HPLC-
MS/MS.

 FS4Africa (Food Safety for Africa Project) - Exhibited research outputs, policy
briefs, and community-level food safety interventions from multi-country EU-
funded initiatives. Demonstrated tools and evidence related to mycotoxin
mitigation, informal sector engagement, and multi-level advocacy.

 RSM2SNF (Research Support Model for Safe and Nutritious Foods) - Showcased
MSME-focused research findings, Codex-aligned hygienic practice guidelines, and
capacity-strengthening tools developed for tomato and leafy vegetable value
chains. Provided materials on stakeholder mapping, compliance assessment, and
systems strengthening.

 Nigerian Stored Products Research Institute (NSPRI) - Displayed postharvest and
food safety technologies comprising hermetic storage solutions, NSPRI dust (inert
dust technology), solar dryers, and improved smoking kilns.

 Etcon Analytical and Environmental Systems - Presented laboratory instruments,
analytical tools, and environmental monitoring technologies supporting hazard
detection and compliance testing.



 Inqaba Biotechnical Industries - Showcased genomics, molecular biology, and
DNA-based detection tools applicable to foodborne pathogen surveillance and

traceability.

We sincerely thank our esteemed Conference Partners—including the Federal
Ministry of Health, NSPRI, FAO, Nestlé, Fan Milk, and Rite Foods—for their
generous and vital support. This diverse collaboration across government,
research, international agencies, and industry is crucial. Your shared
commitment and partnership are what make this conference possible and
successful.

Links to get more details about the conference includes
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DNtg_go-TR9-
9mgmcCUOowg_XucCxTpO?usp=sharing; https://paradigmnews.info/acafp-food-safety-
summit-sets-bold-agenda-to-protect-public-health-and-power-africas-trade-
competitiveness/; https://www.vanguardngr.com/2025/11/agribusiness-agric-expert-urges-
african-countries-to-prioritize-food-safety; https://reportersatlarge.com/2025/11/30/africa-
takes-bold-steps-to-combat-foodborne-diseases-acafp-urges-unified-action-for-safer-food-
systems/ and https://naijanewshub.com.ng/africas-food-safety-experts-call-for-urgent-
reforms-at-acafp-conference-in-ogun/.

The youtube links for the conference are below https://www.youtube.com/live/Dhle-
3B1kYk?si=MLPfOK8uYhgc6ppF; https://www.youtube.com/live/i7OZZs6k-
UE?si=jSb16XlmPLGan7Tr and https://www.youtube.com/live/P-elti5x7Ow?si=VAjwQ8Z-
Zijp_rgm.


