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SECTIONA: GENERAL SESSION DETAILS

DATE 26 November 2025 VENUE Auditorium
Hall, Ogere
Resort

NAME OF SESSION
(Revised onsite)

Keynotes 3, 4 (K3, 4)
and Plenary 5, 6 (P5,6)

TYPE OF SESSION Plenary sessions
and Keynote
sessions

Keynote 3 (K3) Presenter: Prof Folarin Oguntoyinbo

Professor, Appalachian State University, North Carolina

Moderators:Ms. Olumodupe Banwo

Session Objective: To present innovative technologies to enhance food
safety, trade and competitiveness of African Foods

Keynote 4 (K4) Presenter: Prof Lateef Sanni

Executive Director, Nigerian Stored Products Research Institute

Moderator:Ms Modupe Banwo

Session Objective: To discuss food and nutrition security within the
context of African innovations and the implications for research,
training and practice

Plenary 5 (P5) Presenters: Prof Saweda Liverpool-Tasie, Prof Adewale Obadina, Dr.
Itohan Abatan

Research Supporting African MSMEs to Provide Safe and Nutritious
Food (RSM2SNF)

Moderator: Dr. Kolawole Banwo

Rapporteur: Dr. Biodun Kupoluyi

Session Objective: To showcase approaches and results from
RSM2SNF in advancing food safety in the Nigerian context

Plenary 6 (P6) Presenter: Dr Rose Omari

Principal Scientist, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research,
Ghana

Moderator: Dr. Abiodun Adebayo-Oyetoro

Rapporteur:Ms. Temilola Jokodola

Session Objective: To present the results of a net map analysis of actors
in food control

NO. OFATTENDEES ~200 people NO. OF PRESENTERS 6

SECTION C: SUMMARYOF PRESENTATIONSAND DISCUSSIONS

Briefly state the summary highlights of this session

Speaker Name (K3): Prof Folarin Oguntoyinbo

Key Messages

1. Food safety goes beyond hygiene and is a matter of survival. There are issues of food safety
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with production, processing and imported foods in Africa. Incidences of recall for foods does
not reach foods sold to Africa and has resulted in a case of Salmonella outbreak where the
food product from had been recalled by the company

2. Approaches and innovations that involve testing that can reach high-risk areas are needed.
However, the capacity is lacking due to limitations in skill and high cost. Smart testing that is
fit-for-purpose can bridge the gap and enable SMEs to improve food safety and shelf life of
food products

3. Some innovations are in

a. monitoring and tracing (including use of sensors, IoT, blockchain technologies and
AI);

b. advanced food processing (incl. isochoric freezing, alternative sanitation, use of novel
antimicrobials, advanced chromatography and new packaging)

4. A multi-pronged approach is required to address food safety issues including via a Food
Management System (involving Compliance, HACCP and Audit)

Speaker Name: (K4) Prof. Lateef Sanni

Key Messages

1. Food hazards (e.g. mycotoxins, pesticides, heavy metals and antimicrobial residues) are
present in our food, and the burden is high as declared in results from WHO study. Food
borne diseases are a driver of nutrition insecurity.

2. A food safety culture is needed that addressees the indiscipline that exists in the absence of
crises. E.g. in COVID-19 times, there were sanitizers and handwashing was common,
however post-COVID-19, this has ceased. Also government policy inconsistency stalls
efforts towards progress

3. NSPRI has been conducting research and developing solutions since its establishment in
1948 such as hermetic packaging containers, NSPRI dust, inert atmosphere containers,
parabolic storage dryers, smoking kilns

4. Collaboration can drive efficiency and minimize duplications

Speaker Name (P5): Prof Saweda Liverpool-Tasie, Prof Adewale Obadina, Dr. Itohan Abatan

Key Messages

1. The RSM2SNF project is funded by the Gates Foundation and addresses food safety matters
through review of policies, identification of issues along the value chain in tomatoes and
green leafy vegetables. Gaps exist along the value chain and attention has been paid to
production and processing, but transportation and handling are often neglected.

2. Identified gaps include limitations in access to water for improved hygiene, access to toilets,
electricity, waste management systems. These influence people’s capacity to comply with
good handling practices

3. Studies demonstrate correlations with age (older), sex (women), leaders (elected) with good
handling practices (related to change of rinse water for tomatoes)

4. Ways to increase compliance rates for food safety include reduction of levies, rewarding
compliance and giving recognition to those who use good practices

5. Food safety policies and guidelines documents were lacking for SMEs. Therefore, these were
developed after reviewing global codes of hygienic practices such as the codex guidelines for
fresh fruits and vegetables by MSMEs
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Speaker Name (P6): Dr Rose Omari

Key Messages

1. Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is involved in multiple actions of food
system research along the value chain including the use of social sciences, computational
sciences, food science and food safety. Food safety research has been conducted using funds
from donors such as AGRA and the European Union.

2. Stakeholder analysis and net mapping was conducted to understand the different actors and
their roles in food safety control; and to understand the levels of influence, control, power
dynamics and interactions. Analyses demonstrated that the formal sector is much more
controlled than the informal actors as demonstrated by the larger nodes of interaction

3. Funding is needed to advance food safety research and it is important for public sector
researchers to include food safety research within their budgets for the Ministry of Finance to
approve. Where this is not done, the blame of not receiving funding from government is not
the governments but it is from lack of request through the appropriate channels. This is
unknown by many researchers.

4. There is a need for coordinated efforts across governance levels to ensure effective food
safety systems.

SECTION D: KEY ISSUES DISCUSSED

Summarize major discussion points, questions raised, and emerging themes.

K3 presented by Prof Folarin Oguntoyinbo

1. Innovations that are accessible are needed for different contexts in Africa – for the
dominant informal sector and the more sophisiticated formal sector.

2. Collaboration is important to harness the values in the multiple institutions which can
become service centres to access appropriate testing

K4 presented by Prof. Lateef Sanni

1. Use of several nationally developed technologies needs to be scaled and this requires
government support and collaborative efforts, including funding by public and private
partners (SMEs and larger cooperations)

2. Policy consistency and a consistent food safety culture can address sustainably the
issues around food safety and nutritional security

P5 presented by Prof Saweda Liverpool-Tasie, Prof Adewale Obadina, Dr. Itohan Abatan

1. Capacity development efforts are good, however there are certain things that require
the attention of government such as the provision of infrastructure

2. Research insights targeted at MSMEs can inform policies and actions by public and
private actors for food safety promotion

P6 presented by Dr Rose Omari

1. There are limitations in coordination among regional, national and local actors
involved in food safety enforcement, including fragmented oversight and regulatory
gaps. The informal sector actors require more coordinated control, to address the gaps
that exist

2. Ways to attract funding for more research need to be explored and an understanding of
the funding landscape is needed. This can addressed the needs of evidence-based
policy development

Sub section QUESTIONS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION

1. How can the costs of innovations be brought lower to enable more economic access by



SESSION RAPPORTEUR FOR DAY TWO

4

MSMEs?

2. How can more insights be gained from the date generated to enable more conclusions to be
drawn?

3. How can food safety frameworks be better adapted to the realities of the informal systems?

4. How can stakeholder engagement be institutionalised for long-term food system
improvement?

Sub-section EMERGING THEMES

1. Inclusion of informal sector players through their commodity associations is important for
training and dissemination of innovations through their regular platforms

2. Development of early career food safety practitioners can expose them to the networks,
research and insights needed to advance food safety

3. Multilevel coordination is essential for effective food safety governance

4. Stakeholder mapping is a powerful tool for understanding system dynamics and improving
collaboration

SECTION E: KEYOUTCOMESAND RECOMMENDATIONS

List the conclusions, commitments, or resolutions agreed upon, and specific recommendations.

1. Food safety contexts are different for MSMEs and larger cooperations, informal sector
players and formal sector including imported foods

2. Public sector resolve and actions is needed to catalyse action

3. Collaboration is needed for advancement of efforts including North-South and South-South
collaboration

4. Insights into the ways to mobilise, generate and attract funds for research and innovations
that promote food safety in the different African contexts.

SECTION F: FOLLOW-UPACTIONS (if applicable)

Identify any proposed next steps, responsibilities, or actions to be undertaken.

1. Plan for a multi-stakeholder workshop to validate findings from the net map study

2. Develop a roadmap for improving linkages among key food safety actors, especially
targeting informal market integration

SECTION G: OBSERVATIONS OR REMARKS (Optional)

Any challenges, notable quotes, or additional observations from the session?

1. Participants showed strong interest in tools that visually clarify food safety roles, interactions
and power structures.

2. Key challenges raised included fragmented governance ain insufficient resources for
sustained implementation of food safety controls.

PHOTOS

Please include photos for each speaking session with the Chairperson and Rapporteur part of
the group photo
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K3 and K4 Group Photo (L-R): Prof Folarin Oguntoyinbo (K3 speaker), Ms. Olumodupe
Banwo (moderator) and Prof Lateef Sanni (K4 Speaker)

P5 Group Photo (L-R): Dr. Kolawole Banwo (moderator), Dr. Itohan Abatan (speaker), Prof
Adewale Obadina (speaker) and Prof Saweda Liverpool-Tasie (speaker on screen)
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P6 Group Photo: (L-R): Dr. Abiodun Adebayo-Oyetoro (moderator), Dr Rose Omari
(speaker), Ms. Temilola Jokodola (rapporteur)


