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The 3™ African Continental Association for Food Protection (ACAFP) Food Safety
Conference was held at Ogere Resort, Ogere, Nigeria. The theme was Enhancing
Food Safety Systems for Improved Public Health, Trade Competitiveness and
Economic Growth in Africa.

The conference convened around 200 delegates including delegates from
multiple countries within and outside Africa. These included public, private, academia,
research and development sectors. These included representatives from regional
organisations, national governments, international institutions, private sectors,

educational and research institutions.

Through keynote, plenary and technical, poster presentations and exhibitions,
delegates interacted and discussed critical components of food safety that are

relevant for the African contexts.

The aim the conference was to promote dialogue, encourage networking for
collaboration and provide insights based on research, innovations and
practice that are important for increasing awareness about food safety in
Africa.

The conference underscored that

e food safety is an important component of food security including control
of microbial contamination, physical contaminants, chemical contaminants
especially mycotoxins, pesticide residues, antimicrobial residues, heavy
metals, low awareness and lack of synergy in collaborative efforts.

e testing is expensive, therefore testing methods that are affordable and
reliable are needed. There is need to increase the economic and physical
accessibility of testing methods that are fit-for-purpose for different actors in
the food system

o efforts have been dedicated to developing and accessing methods that can
improve the ability of African countries to detect food hazards and food borne

diseases in foods and in the African contexts.



efforts to promote reduction of incidence of food hazards have included
efforts to increase awareness among stakeholders, use of processing
methods such as in traditional fermented foods, exploring non-African

methods to reduce consumer exposure to foodborne pathogens.

there is a gap in addressing food safety within the dominant informal
sector and that there is need for this sector to be integrated in actions to

address food safety and in the development of evidence-based policies

studies from stakeholder mapping, awareness assessments and other social
sciences demonstrated that the formal sector is much more controlled

than the informal actors

collaborations in more strategic ways are required to address food
contamination and funding is needed to support research because of the

associated high cost of research

community engagements are important in food safety practices, because
“‘Food Safety is Everybody’s Business”. The slogan of ‘if you see something,
say something’ was emphasized; and that food safety should be taken to

educational such as worship centres and marketplaces.

Call to Action

Whereas food safety about human survival. Africa has the highest burden of
foodborne diseases at 91 million cases of food borne disease and 137,000
deaths annually in Africa

Behavioural change is critical to reduce the rates of food borne diseases
requiring concerted efforts by public, private, research and development
sectors, particularly in the dominant informal sector

Consistency, collaboration and synergies are needed to drive efficiency
and minimize duplications in activities, particularly driven by public sector,
including government, academia, research institutions and the value chain

actors.



Financing is a key requirement for research, implementation, and generation
of data for evidence-based policies. Government at all levels and private
sector players need to include food safety in their investment plans for
increased protection of citizenry.

Food safety should be prioritized as a public health, trade imperative,
including youth and gender sensitive approaches.

Testing is critical and innovative strategies need to be explored through
facility-sharing arrangements, fit-for-purpose testing methods.

A One Health approach is required in solving the food safety issues in the
intersection between food safety, food security and health security.
Transformation of research knowledge to basic understanding is
needed for the underrepresented such as the farmers, traders, processors
and aggregators.

Public sector at national and sub-national need to address policy aspects of
food safety for increased grassroots dissemination and implementation.



